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Playgrounds

The fir t playground for colored children opene~ in the city
of Louisville were in the side yards of our missions. Swings
were erected, and boxe were filled, game of ring toss, bean
bag, and jumping rope were provided, and many a child ha,
had "the time of hi life." All the children in the Preston
Street Mi sion were asked individually if they had access to a
swing. Not a single child had this privilege el ewhere. These
ground have not only been a ource of pleasure, but have also
been a chool in which Ie son of good behavior, good order,
and fair play have been mo t effectually taught. Many a child
ha been appealed to for the fir t time in the playground, and
from these ground has been led through the Sunday-school
and church to the foot of the Cro .

A Southern white man, the upervi or of one of the play
grounds, write : "The intere t and attendance at our play
grounds have grown far beyond my expectation. l\1yarrival in
the morning is met with glad greeting. I put it mildly when I
ay they do enjo' the play immensely. I al 0 get almost as

much plea ure from it as the children.... Not only is
there enjoyment, but a whole orne moral influence is thrown
around each child. We are much better acquainted with our
own pupils, and with ome we never saw. Certainly we have
now the confidence and gratitude of the children of the mi sion
and the entire community."

The greate t drawback to these playgrounds ha been the
small space available. Children came in such crowd that we
were compelled to divide the exe, and different days were
used for boys and girl. The securing of a larger lot for a play
ground this ummel' ha more than doubled the attendance of
any previous year. The Sunday following the' opening of thi
playground, twenty new pupil were enrolled in the Sunday
school.

Colored Teacher-Training Class

At the earne t reque t of colored men and women representing
everal denominations, the superintendent of the mi ions con
ented to take a teacher-trainin er cla in a different ection of the

city from the e mi ion. Men and women, l\1ethodi t, Bapti t,
Pre byterian, and Congregationalist, gathered, and Profe SOl'

Hamill's "Legion of Honor Teacher-Training Lesson " wa
elccted as a text-book. everal members of thi clas' showed

remarka.ble intere t and fidclity, and each week have made long
journey entirely aero the city in order to be present. Three

•

Sunday-school superintendents were members, and one of these
organized a teacher-training class in his own Sunday-school.

A Token of Appreciation

This class was undertaken with some hesitation, and onlv
•

after urgent request did the leader give his consent. He po i-
tively refused to receive any remuneration for hi services, and
was greatly surprised at the end of the year, when five diplomas
were pre ented to members who had taken the tate examina
tion, to receive from the class a present of fifteen dollars in gold,
as a token of appreciation of his work.

In other cities where it is impractical to organize a Sunday-
chool for colored children, a trained superintendent or teacher

might wisely tart uch a class for the large body of Negro
Sunday- chool teachers who are now seeking to perfect them
selves in their work.

Special Days

It ha.s been the cu tom of the Sunday-school for years to
invite the friends of the work, both white and colored, to visit
the mis ions.

The parents of the children have been asked on "Parents'
Day" to see the Sunday-school in ses ion, to hear the music
and the recitation by the pupils, to inspect the building, and
see where the indu trial work is carried on.

The white friend who have contributed to the support of the
work have been invited to come, on the " Anniversaries," to see
how their money has been expended, and the fruits that are
brought forth.

The pupils themselves are stimulated by the e days, for
special music i always used and the clas es are called upon to
recite the Commandments, the Beatitudes, the Psalms, the
Golden Te},.;; for the quarter, the books of the Bible, and other
les on and special passages of Scripture.

The e day have served to timulate the interest of all. The
pupil , the teachers, the parents, and the white supporters have
all been encouraged.

The collection in the Sunday-school, very small in the early
day ,ha gradually increa ed, and on the e days some pecial
object i designated. At Chri tmas time, baskets of apples and
potatoe were contributed for t~e u e of an orphans~ home. A
beautiful silver baptismal bowl, as a token of love, was sent
acros the waters to the heart of Africa, to a people on foreign
bore who wor hip the same Saviour. The need of our own


